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A true story…
Study Guide & Quiz for Chpt. 1: Answer each question with details and quotations. Use loose leaf. In the end, submit a typed or neatly written copy.
1. Who is Moishe the Beadle? Describe him. What was his reputation? What made him stand out from others in town? What year does Elie meet him? P. 3-5 * Include a quote & details. 

He is a “jack-of-all trades” when it came to the Jewish religion. He was poor and the townspeople were fond of him. He chanted or sang instead of talked most of the time. “Physically, he was awkward as a clown.” He studied the Kabbalah.

2. What happened to Eliezer’s synagogue? How does Elie react to this? How old is he at the time? P. 3 * Quotes & details …
The synagogue was destroyed during Kristallnacht, most likely. “I would run to the synagogue to weep over the destruction of the Temple.” Elie was 13 years old at the time.
3. What are Elie’s predominate (major) interests in life? How would this compare or contrast with most people his age? P. 3-5 * Include a quote & details.
Elie wasn’t to study the Kabbalah. This is unusual for a young boy to be so dedicated to religion. Most children are into age appropriate things such as sports or other hobbies, not devoting their lives to religion. His father told him, “You are too young for that.”
4. Why was Moishe forced to leave town? How did the town react to him leaving? P. 6 * Include a quote & details.
All foreign Jews were expelled from Sighet. “Life was normal again

. 
5. When Moishe returns, what story does he bring with him? How has he changed as a person? What year is it now? P. 6-8 * Include a quote & details.
They were carted off in cattle cars (train) by Hungarian (their own) police. They were told to dig trenches in a Polish forest by Gestapo (German officers) and then shot one by one. He was shot in the leg and left to die and was able to escape. “Infants were tossed into the air and used as targets for the machine guns.”  Moishe was no longer happy, he no longer sang, and all he did was spread his story to the people of Sighet. It was the end of 1942.
6. How did the townspeople react to Moishe’s story? Why do you believe they responded this way? P. 7 * Include a quote & details.
The town thought he was crazy because the story seemed so unbelievable. Moishe said, “They think I’m mad.” The townspeople thought he was crazy.
7. Elie says on the bottom of page 7-8: “Thereafter, life seemed normal once again. London radio . . . encouraging news. . .” What does this quote suggest about human nature and the attitude the people in town had? What year is it now?  P. 7-8 no quote needed…
Despite the war going on the citizens kept hearing good news on the radio and nothing seemed to happen to them in Sighet. They began to feel that nothing was going to happen to them and they continued on with their lives as they had before. 
8. When the German soldiers arrive, how do they treat the villagers? In what year do they arrive? P. 9-10 Include a quote & details.
The German soldiers arrived in 1944.  Despite the death emblem on their uniforms they seemed “…distant but polite” toward their hosts. One office even bought his host, Mrs. Kahn a box of chocolates. 

9. How do the local, Hungarian police begin to treat their own people? P. 10-11 * Include a quote & details.
The Hungarian police “burst into every Jewish home in town…” taking all of their personal valuables. They arrested the leaders of the Jewish communities. They were the ones doing the dirty work for the Nazis. They implemented laws restricting the Jewish people’s rights including wearing a Yellow Star to identify you as a Jew and gave them a curfew.
10. On page 11, Elie’s father, Mr. Wiesel, told his neighbors: “The yellow star? So what? It’s not lethal….” Elie responds years later: “Poor Father! Of what then did you die?” What does this mean? –Explain. No quote needed…
Being identified as a Jew was the cause of Elie’s father’s death in the end. 
11. How is the town, Sighet, transformed?  P. 11-12 Include a quote & details.
“Two ghettos were created in Sighet. A large one in the center of town occupied four streets, and another smaller one extended over several alleyways on the outskirts of town.” Barbed wire surrounded the ghettos.
12. What terrible news does the Wiesel Family receive? 
P. 13-14 Include a quote & details.
The terrible news is that they will be leaving the ghetto the following day. They could pack a backpack with a few things to take with them. They didn’t now where they were going. “There were rumors…that we are being taken somewhere in Hungary to work in the brick factories.”
13. What twist of fate impacted Elie’s family? 
P. 14 Include a quote & details.
Elie’s family doesn’t get to the window in time to receive a warning from Mr. Wiesel’s Hungarian police friend. He told them earlier, “Don’t worry, I’ll warn you if there is any danger.” 
14. Give three details of imagery to show how the chaos of evacuation impacted the villagers.  - P. 15-17 Include a quote & details.

“Sweat streamed from people’s faces and bodies. Children were crying for water.” “The Hungarian police used their rifle butts, their clubs to indiscriminately strike old men and women, children and cripples.”
15. How do Elie’s parents react to this exodus? - P. 19 Include details.
“My father was crying. It was the first time I saw him cry.” “As for my mother, she was walking, her face a mask, without a word, deep in thought.”
16. What opportunity does the Wiesel family pass up that is offered by their maid? P. 20 Include details.

She begged the family to come with her to her village where she prepared a safe shelter.
** Motif – a reoccurring theme, symbol or pattern from a work of art: literature, music, movie, paintings, etc. 
17. Why would Night be introduced as a motif at the end of chapter one? – Include your opinion (commentary) along with some concrete details from the story. . . 
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Night symbolizes darkness and this is the beginning of darkness for the Jews of Sighet. 


“No one was praying for the night to pass quickly. The stars were but sparks of the immense conflagration that was consuming us.”
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