The Last Lynching & Emmett Till
While most Americans have not learned about them in school, Lynchings were brutal torture killings that were done throughout America from the late 1800’s until 1955. They were usually racial and targeted African-Americans, often for no clear reason. But lynchings were also conducted against whites who did something so horrible that outraged the community. Excuses for lynching included rape, murder, or severe harm to a woman or child…
Victims were sometimes locked up in cages so that the lynching could be schedule and publicly announced. Several lynchings that were published in the Atlanta, Georgia newspapers drew over 10,000 participants. When the lynching party began, the victim was dragged to a set location where he might be cut, mutilated, burned, and ultimately hanged from a tree to display. Believe it or not, children were often invited to participate. Photos were taken and post-cards were made and mailed to relatives, sharing the event. A popular message involved taking a photo of a burning lynching victim and writing a note such as: “Here is a bbq I attended.” But after Emmet Till’s lynching in 1955, Americans would no longer tolerate such horror and this dark chapter in history was closing. 
Emmett Louis Till was a 14-year-old African-American boy murdered in Mississippi after reportedly flirting with a white woman. Emmett was a city boy from Chicago, Illinois, and was visiting family in Mississippi when he went into a store to buy soda and gum. There he spoke to 21-year-old Carolyn Bryant, a local beauty pageant winner and married owner of the small grocery store. Till supposedly smiled at her and possibly whistled. Several nights later, Bryant's husband, Roy, and his half-brother, J. W. Milam, arrived at Emmett Till's uncle's house at 2:30 in the morning where they took Till, and threw him into the trunk of a car at gunpoint. They drove on to where they had planned a “lynching party” in a barn where they had snacks and drinks set up and some friends were waiting. It was here they took Emmett, beat him, tortured him, and gouged out one of his eyes, before shooting him through the head and disposing of his body in the Tallahatchie River, weighting it with a 70 lb. cotton-gin fan tied around his neck with barbed wire. His body was discovered and retrieved from the river three days later. He was identified by a ring on his hand given to him by his father. 
Emmett Till was returned to the city of Chicago. His father, Louis, was killed in military service and his mother, Mamie Till, who had raised him mostly by herself, insisted on a public funeral service with an open casket to show the world the brutality of the killing. Tens of thousands attended his funeral or viewed his casket, and images of his mutilated body were published in magazines and newspapers, rallying popular black support and white sympathy across the U.S. Intense scrutiny was brought to bear on the condition of black civil rights in Mississippi, with newspapers around the country criticizing Mississippi for tolerating such horrible crimes. 
Although initially local Mississippi newspapers and police officials decried the violence against Till and called for justice, they soon began responding to national criticism by defending Mississippians and their state. Believe it or not, this soon transformed into a great deal of support for the killers. The trial attracted much press attention. Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam were actually acquitted of Emmett Till's kidnapping and murder, but months later, protected against double jeopardy, they openly admitted to killing Emmett in a magazine interview. Till's murder is noted as a pivotal event motivating the African-American Civil Rights Movement and can even be linked to Dr. King, himself, Rosa Parks, and the Montgomery Bus Boycott. In other words, after Emmett Till’s public funeral and murder trial, people in general –especially black leaders had had enough. 
Problems identifying Till affected the trial, as his body was so badly mutilated and there was no DNA analysis at the time. These sad facts partially lead to Bryant's and Milam's acquittals, but the case was officially reopened by the U. S. Department of Justice in 2004. As part of the investigation, the body was exhumed and autopsied resulting in a positive i.d. by DNA. Emmett was reburied in a new casket, which is now the standard practice in cases of body exhumation. His original casket was donated to the Smithsonian Institute Museum in Washington, D.C. Events surrounding Emmett Till's life and death, according to historians, continue to resonate, and almost every story about Mississippi returns to Till, or the region in which he died, in "some spiritual, homing way.” It might be said, despite this tragedy, that Emmett Till and his mother, Mamie Till, were the greatest inspiration to the American Civil Rights Movement. 
Directions: Choose the best answer for each. 
1. According to the “reasons” for lynching, it seems as if Till was targeted for: 

A) “entering” a segregated store.

C) “stealing” from white people

B) doing “harm” to a woman.

D) being a “rude” outsider. 
2. Even though lynchings were illegal, it was clear that they were allowed to go on for all of the following reasons except: 
A) Local towns declared them just.
C) Children were brought there.

B) They were announced in the news.
D) Souvenir post cards were mailed.

3. The quote: “Welcome to the barbeque I attended.” Illustrates that many participants viewed lynchings as: 

A) Historic

C) Unbelievable

B) Somber

D) Entertaining

4. Emmett Till’s lynching can be referred to as “The Last Lynching” because: 
A) No one was ever killed by lynching again. 
B) Most Americans would no longer ignore them.

C) The government officially banned lynching.
D) The murderers refused to admit their crimes.

5. It seems that the only legitimate or sensible reason that  Till’s murder was a bit hard to prove was that: 

A) His body was not easy to identify.
C) Till’s body was not discovered. 

B) Racism took over the town.  

D) The jury was carefully chosen.

6. What made Emmett Till’s mother, Mamie, so heroic? 

A) She fought against the Mississippi courts.

B) Dr. King became a close friend of hers.

C) She joined the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

D) The way she held the funeral was brave. 

7. All of the following made this event especially painful except:

A) Emmett Till was only a teenager. 
C) The real truth was hidden for good.
B) Emmett was killed during a “party.”
D) Emmett was tortured & mutilated.
8. The phrase double jeopardy seems to mean that: 

A) Lynchings became unacceptable.
C) Mississippi became known for murder,

B) The killers couldn’t be retried.
D) Emmett’s identity couldn’t be proven.

9. Think about this: family members of lynching victims were watched and if they spoke out against lynchings they were often lynched too- even if they were women. Considering this, the killers seem to have made a “mistake” by: 
A) not retaliating against Emmett’s family.
C) not hiding the body well enough.

B) murdering a visitor from out-of-town. 
D) attacking a very popular person.

10. Emmett’s story and his mother became most inspirational because they: 

A) helped to start modern DNA testing. 

C) inspired civil rights leaders to act. 

B) got the federal government involved.

D) fought for a lynching conviction. 
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